
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Bell 
Newtonville United Methodist Church 

568 Loudon Road, P.O. Box 7 
Newtonville, NY 12128 

(corner of Loudon & Maxwell Roads) 
518-785-6789 

 
 

 

Inside: 
 

~ You will find a 
shortened version of 
our News and Notes 
this month. See the 
weekly updates in 
email for the latest 
news. 

 
Keep in touch with 
Pastor Steve - call or 
text his cell phone: 
518-322-7746 
or email him: 
boston.redsoxfan 
@hotmail.com 
 
 

August 2020 
 

“The path of spiritual growth is a path of lifelong learning.” — M. Scott Peck 

Just because we’re not together in-person doesn’t mean people haven’t been 
gathering to learn. A total of 16 people participated by Zoom in our recent 
conversations and study on racism, including people joining us from Florida and 
Massachusetts. We will continue that study on August 5 and 12 (Wednesday) at 7 
pm by looking at Racism and the Bible. The Zoom link and handouts for each session 
are available on the “Anti-Racism Resources” section of our website. You don’t have 
to have participated in the first study to join us for this one. 

Because we haven’t been able to offer Sunday school for our children, we’re also 
putting together a series of Vacation Bible School videos that will be uploaded to 
YouTube daily from August 3 to August 7. These can be watched any time, and will 
include a Bible lesson and story, songs, and an activity, all led by members of our 
congregation. The theme is Empathy and Kindness, traits much needed as our 
society navigates the challenges of a pandemic, seeks ways to overcome racism, and 
faces ongoing economic struggles for many people. 

In the coming months you’ll see more opportunities for us to learn and grow 
together, including a Disciple Bible Study, an online Faith Village for younger 
children, Zoom meetings for older elementary children and youth, and hopefully 
some small group discussions for grownups. It’s more important than ever that we 
are intentional about our spiritual, intellectual, and emotional care and 
development. We’re learning, however, that this is also a time of opportunity, as 
we’ve seen with participation in the recent racism study. 

John Wesley is quoted as having said, "The first priority of my life is to be holy, and 
the second goal of my life is to be a scholar." While I haven’t been able to confirm 
the source of that statement it certainly sounds like who he was – a person with a 
firm commitment to both personal and social holiness, grounded in and shaped by a 
devotion to spiritual growth through lifelong learning.  

Peace for the journey, 

Pastor Steve 

The Mission of Newtonville United Methodist Church is to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and to be God’s love with our neighbors in all places. 
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LITTLE FOOD PANTRY 
Our food pantry has been a great success! Many are 
taking advantage of it and just as many donating. 
 When I was there recently, a woman stopped by 
looking for some granola bars for her children. She 
wanted to “trade “2 cans of soup.  She didn’t want to 
take without giving back! I have been trying to 
monitor what items really move. Here’s a list: Cereal, 
granola bars, juice boxes, individually wrapped 
snacks, popcorn and canned pasta. We are also low 
on cleaning supplies. Volunteers are needed for 
August and beyond. Please use SignUpGenius.com 
(Little Food Pantry/Blessing Box) to register your 
availability. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090
849acae28a2fc1-little If you have any questions 
please email me at: ppalmer55@nycap.rr.com 
Thank you 
Pam Palmer 
 

2020 BROOKS BARBECUE DATES 
The July Brooks barbecue has been canceled. We 
have devised a plan, but feel it is too risky at this 
time due to the large number of people in a very 
short period of time. We will reassess prior to the 
September barbecue. Many thanks to everyone who 
has generously contributed to a virtual barbecue.  

 
GARAGE SALE  
We hope our members will consider having a Garage 
Sale from home and donating the proceeds to 
NUMC. We know several members have been 
planning a sale for some time! If you are planning a 
sale, please contact the church office to let us know. 
We will publish the date(s) and time if you wish, and 
if you are advertising that the proceeds are going to 
the church, the Finance Committee would appreciate 
knowing in advance. If any clever souls have a 
different plan for raising money for NUMC please 
share. We think it is going to be exciting!  
Thank you, 
Diane Davison & Judy Mills  
(on behalf of the entire committee)   

REOPENING TASK FORCE  

Due to multiple factors including the availability of 
sanitation equipment, the Task Force has moved the 
sanctuary worship reopening date to September. In 
the meantime we will continue with streamed 
services at 10 am, with opportunities for drive-in or 
outdoor worship on Aug. 2, 16, and 30 at 9 am. 
 

WHAT WILL IT BE LIKE? 

Using New York State and Upper New York 
Conference guidelines, the Reopening Task Force 
offers this glimpse of in-person sanctuary worship: 
 

If you don’t need the elevator, you will enter the 
sanctuary from the Loudon Rd. doors. Those using 
the elevator will enter downstairs and proceed 
through the lounge. Only members of the same 
household may ride the elevator together. 
 

At both entrances you’ll wait at 6 foot intervals to be 
directed to a pew by the ushers.  Seating will be 
assigned to maximize the limited capacity and 
maintain distancing, and only those from the same 
household may sit together. Masks covering the 
mouth and nose must be worn in the building at all 
times, including during the worship service. There 
will be hand sanitizer stations at every entrance.  
  
Everyone must remain in their seats unless needing 
to use the restroom, the use of which will be limited 
to one person (or one with caregiver) at a time. 
 

Worship will begin precisely at 10 for those joining by 
livestream.  The service will include instrumental 
music and solos, but no congregational singing. At 
the end of worship you will be asked to remain in 
your seat until directed to leave by an usher. You will 
then proceed to an exit and depart the building. 
 

We are still looking at options for overflow, or 
possibly utilizing a reservation system as some 
churches are doing. At the outset we won’t be 
offering nursery care or in-person Faith Village.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090849acae28a2fc1-little
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090849acae28a2fc1-little
mailto:ppalmer55@nycap.rr.com
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
Those recovering from surgery and injury: Eleanor Loos, 
a friend of Kathy Maker; Maureen Smith’s mom; Pat 
Loz, Christopher Biggs (a friend of Kathy Maker), Sally 
Coonley. Those facing challenging diagnoses: Amelia 
Brennock (Nancy Breyette’s niece), Stephanie 
Sherman (Linda Ambrose’s niece), Ann Crocker 
Lawton, Susan C. Those dealing with ongoing health 
issues: Dee Lowman’s parents ; Kathy Maker’s 
niece, Piper Toby; Donna Lavender, Mike Sheridan’s 
mom, Shannon Gorman’s parents, Taniya Hernandez, 
Eleanor Davis, David Mason and the Gebhardt family, 
Morgan Ives, Jackson Ostwald, Jimmy. Those dealing 
with addiction and those struggling to manage anxiety 
and fight depression. Leave a message on the office phone to 

add or remove a prayer request. 

August Birthdays 
1 – Larry Rivenburg 

2 – Abigail Schneider 

2 – Christopher Pellegrini 

4 – Donna Ware 

5 – Lisa Harris-Eglin 

6 – Shannon Rivenburg 

8 – Beatrice Essien 

11 – Geoff Brooks 

16 – Anne Sheffer 

16 – Betty Mathis 

17 – Robert King 

23 – Ed Pellegrini 

27 – Caleb Smith 

28 – Payton Nash  

August Anniversaries 
20 – Kathy and Archie Maker 

 
The Church Office is Reopening 
Currently, Karin is working from the office from 9-12 
on Thursday mornings and otherwise as needed. 
Please call ahead (518-785-6789) before coming in. 

OUR GIFTS FOR June 2020 
Average Undesignated Income needed per 

month $18,182 

Pledges $16,456 

Garage Sale $510 

Preschool $725 

Virtual BBQ $465 

Bldg. rent $900 

Bottle Returns $44 

Undesignated Income Total $19,100  

  

  

Other Designated Funds  

Building Fund $2,719  

DS Mission $100 

Youth $20 

Peace With Justice  $180 

 
Many thanks to everyone who has paid their pledge 
via the mail. We have actually exceeded expected 
pledge income for this point in the year.  
 

Financial offerings can be mailed to the office, 
either in your regular offering envelopes or marked 
"Attn: Kathy Franklin" to P.O. Box 7, Newtonville, NY 
12128. The GivePlus app is another option that can 
be downloaded to either iPhone or Android. Simply 
search by zip code 12128. For electronic giving on a 
regular basis, please contact the church office and 
we will put Kathy in touch with you to set that up 
through Vanco. We sincerely appreciate your 
continued financial support. 
 

Are you or is someone you know in need of financial 
assistance? The church has received gifts from 
individual's stimulus checks to help those who may 
be in financial need. If you know of someone who 
may be struggling to meet basic expenses, please 
contact Pastor Steve. To add to this fund please send 
your gift to the church, attention: Kathy Franklin. If 
you are interested in adding to this fund please send 
your gift to the church, attention: Kathy Franklin. All 
donations and distributions will remain fully 
anonymous. 

mailto:boston.redsoxfan@hotmail.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can join us live at 10am each week for Sunday worship at 
https://facebook.com/groups/newtonville. The service is also available 
there later for viewing. A recording of our Sunday service is uploaded 

later to the Newtonville UMC channel on YouTube. Please invite 
friends and neighbors to join us for worship! 

Lead Pastor 
Music Director 

Pastoral Assistant 
Secretary 

Sexton 
Preschool Director 

Office Hours 
Telephone 

Email 
Website 

Facebook Group 

Steven M. Smith 
Doug Esmond 
Bill Rainbolt 
Karin Wheatley 
Richard Bryant  
Karin Wheatley 
Suspended until further notice 
518-785-6789 
NewtonvilleUMC@gmail.com 
www.numc.net 
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