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Greetings NUMC!

Welcome to the January/February 2026 edition of The Bell! As the Christmas season comes to
a close, and as we enter the new year together, | can’t help but find myself giving thanks to

50d for our ministry together in 2025!

his past year our Sunday worship experience continued to grow, both numerically, and

xperientially. Our many guests, that so often have come back to call NUMC their home speak

ften about how our Sunday experience is one of radical welcome, where a safe space has

een created, and all people feel comfortable to walk in the doors for the first time, but also feel

o loved and supported that they feel the draw to come back again, and again. Our Sunday

xperience continues to include beautiful music leadership from Brandon, a sanctuary that is
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ot only welcoming, but is inclusive of children and young people, a Children’s Church
xperience that welcomes all ages, and offers them a chance to learn all about our God who
oves them, and space in worship to pray together, but also where it is safe for each individual
to enter with their questions, doubts, and wonderings. Finally, each week, we enter into the
scripture text, and hear a message that allows us connect with the context of the reading, but
even more importantly we talk about what the text calls us to do in the week to come. All of
these parts equal a worship experience that continues to draw people into our faith community
here at NUMC.

| want to take a moment to officially say thank you to Joanna Feuer, who just recently left the
position as our Administrative Assistant, to take a new job as Administrative Assistant to our
District Superintendent. Thank you Joanna for all of the ways you blessed us here at
Newtonville. We are looking forward to working with you in your new role. Many Blessings!

| also want to welcome Carrie Boyer, who will begin the role of Administrative Assistant here at
NUMC toward the end of January. Carrie recently retired as the Administrative Assistant to our
DS, and will bring so much knowledge and grace to the job here with us. Welcome Carrie!

Lastly, | would like to invite you to our annual Celebration of Ministry, which will take place on
Sunday January 25, immediately following worship. We will gather for a delicious pot lock in
the hall, and then we will celebrate 2025 together, and also introduce our 2026 budget, and
Lay Leadership/ Nominations reports. Please come and bring a friend. It is always a wonderful
celebration! All are welcome!

See you in church!
Pastor Nick

The Mission of Newtonville United Methodist Church is to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ

and to be God'’s love with our neighbors in all places.




News and Notes

TRUSTEE REPORT

As we enter 2026 the Trustee Committee wishes you
peace and joy for the coming year.

We are looking forward to the new project that will
update the upstairs restrooms and downstairs doors
on the restrooms.

Thank you to the volunteers that helped decorate
the sanctuary for Christmas.

Please consider joining the Trustee Committee. We
meet every other month and our next meeting will
be January 26, 2026.

Donna M. Buda

A THANK YOU FROM JOANNA FEUER

As you may have heard, | will be starting a new job in
just a few weeks. While I'll still be supporting the
church indirectly by assisting the Superintendent for
the Upper New York Conference, | will very much
miss the community here at NUMC! Thank you for
the kindness and warmth you've shown me over the
last year and a half and please feel free to come into
the office to say a hello and goodbye before my last
day on Thursday, December 11th!

A BIG THANKYOU TO OUR NEWTONVILLE
FAMILY

Gail and | just want to thank everyone for their
generosity with things that were collected for the
homeless men for the Rescue Mission in Albany. It
was overwhelming.

Also, we decided to adopt two families from the
Rescue Mission. Once we had the tree up with the
tags on it everyone seemed to take one. The gifts just
started to come in so fast. We know the families will
certainly enjoy their Holiday season. None of this
would be possible if we didn’t’ have such a caring
congregation. Sending our love-
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

We have had a "Prayer Shawl Ministry' at
Newtonville for many years. Initially, we met in the
evening, but as we got older it was easier to meet at
1:00 in the afternoon. Several of us still do, but we
would love to have the group increase. You don't
necessarily have to knit or crochet. If you just want
to come and enjoy the company and good
conversation you would be more than welcome. We
meet on the second and fourth Monday in room

10 @1:00 PM. Please come and join us.

God bless everyone,

Kathy Maker

LITTLE FOOD PANTRY

The Food Pantry continues to be very busy! Thank
you to all who continue to make donations- they are
much appreciated. NOTE - now that temperatures
are often below freezing, we will NO LONGER place
cans or glass containers in the Pantry as they may
crack or split. Can or glass contributions may be
placed in the kitchen or in the Sanctuary basket for
use in the Pantry when it is generally warmer. Thank
you to all who help with this important mission!

Sue Brooks

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING

The next Church Council meeting will be announced.

FINANCE MEETING
The Finance Committee will meet Tuesday January
6t at 6:30pm.

TRUSTEES MEETING
Trustees will meet Monday January 26th at 6:30pm
in Room 4



OUTREACH - CAPITAL CITY RESCUE MISSION
Mission News Update:

We have also been able to continue our mission of
serving dinner on the 2" Monday of the month for
the entire year. We really enjoyed having a Siena
student, Zoey coming each month. What a
wonderful addition to our team. Hoping in 2026 that
we will be able to volunteer 4 times a year at the
Regional Food Bank.

Three to four volunteers are needed each month to
serve the guests. Young volunteers must be at least
16 years old and accompanied by an adult. Parking is
available next to the kitchen; or if you need a ride
contact Kathy or Gail.

Mandatory: face masks, hair net, gloves and apron,
which are all part of what the Mission supplies to the
volunteers.

Please contact me if you are interested in this
program or have any questions: Gail Cotler, 518-441-
4853 phone/text or gailcotler@gmail.com.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY - ZOOM

We encourage you to give Zoom Bible Study a try on
Wednesday evenings!

We meet on Zoom at 7pm The link will be sent out
each week. All are welcome!

WATCH LIVE / PAST SERVICES ON YOUTUBE:

The YouTube link for the worship livestream is below.
Click on the link, and once on our page, click on the
word "LIVE" and you'll be connected to our live
broadcast. If you want to watch later in the day, you
click on this same link and follow the same process. |
look forward to seeing you Sunday morning or
anytime you are able to tune in!

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQyjvslUcE-70-

AUWFs3C8g
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UPCOMING WORSHIP THEMES:

1st Sunday/Communion Sunday:

We will engage more fully in the communion liturgy
as Brandon teaches us the sung responses to the
Prayer of Thanksgiving..

2nd Sunday/Mission Sunday:

Following the sermon, we will have a “Mission
Moment”, which will include a conversation about a
specific mission focus for the month, and a mission
project that we will complete right during worship!

3rd Sunday/Peace with Justice Sunday:

We will begin to focus on our Reconciling and Anti-
Racism work, and take a moment during this service
to engage in conversation and activism around this
important work.

4th Sunday/Youth Sunday:

Young people will take on worship leadership roles
during this service, and our Children’s Church kids
will share a song, or a skit, or something relevant to
their experience here at NUMC.

5th Sunday/Variety of Voices Sunday:

Guest preachers will share their wisdom and
experiences with us on the months that have a 5th
Sunday. We will look to bring in folks with diverse
backgrounds and experiences.


mailto:gailcotler@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQyjvslUcE-7o-AUWFs3C8g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQyjvslUcE-7o-AUWFs3C8g

(Celebrations!

January Birthdays

4 - David Pe'rez
6 - Laura Romania
9 - Erica Buda Doran
11 - Judy Mills
13 - Trevor Elmendorf
14 - Nastia Elmendorf
23 - Claire Romania
31 Mark Olstad

February Birthdays

4 - Joan Jensen
12 - Jim Moras
12 - Monika King
13 - Sandy Rivenburg
21 - David Pe'rez Jr.
24 - Griffin King
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NUMC CHRISTMAS SING ALONG

NUMC gathered for Cocoa, Cookies, and Carols. A

wonderful evening of fellowship! Many Thanks to
Brandon our Music Director

ADVENT WORSHIP

Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace,
goodwill toward all Luke 2:14




Keeping Our Promises
\ Prayers ~ Presence ~ Gifts ~ Service ~ Witness

In Our Prayers

PRAYER CONCERNS

Prayers for those dealing with health issues; Beth,
Kathy Maker, Bill smith, Bill Rainbolt, Piper

Toby, Pat Loz, Christopher Biggs, Stephanie
Sherman, Ann Crocker Lawton, Susan C.; those
dealing with addiction and those

struggling to manage anxiety and fight
depression. Contact the office to 3dd or remove 3
prayer request..

NOVEMBER DECEMBER VOLUNTEERS:

Ushers Art Bowen Head Usher

January 4: Geoff Whittle & Clifton Fowles

January 11: Wendy Spendiff & Gail Cotler

January 18: David & Elizabeth McGeough-Gamache
January 25: Gail Cotler & Geoff Whittle

February 1: David & Elizabeth McGeough-Gamache
February 8: Stuart & Amy Rogers

February 15: Wendy Spendiff & Geoff Whittle
February 22: Gail Cotler & Clifton Fowles

Worship Assistant Rotation

January 4: Elizabeth McGeough-Gamache
January 11: Gary Thompson

January 18: Charles Bonsu

January 25: Wendy Spendiff

February 1: Frank Essien
February 8: Geoff Brooks
February 15: Stephanie Perez
February 22: Kaylee Spendiff
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Our Gifts October 25 & November 25

Average Undesignated Income needed for 2 months

$37,048
Pledges $19,382
Plate $550
Initial Offering S0
Heat S6
Festival - Offering $2,263
Brooks BBQ $7,597
Garage Sale $80
Building Rent $3,500
Youth Coordinator $0
Preschool $5,015
Other Income $0
Undesignated Income total: $38,393
Designated Funds
Building Fund $3,657
Youth/Child Programs $270
Student Day $600
Native Am Ministry S0
Human Relations Day S0
Peace with Justice $500
Retired Ministers S0
World Communion $530
UMCOR Sunday $0
US Disasters S0
Int’l Disasters $2,420
Boy Scouts S0
Pastor Discretionary Fund SO
Mission Income S0
Little Food Pantry $50
Easter Flowers $0
Water Bill 2025 $0
Prayer Shawl S0
Ornaments $20
$8,027

FINANCIAL OFFERINGS

Offerings can be mailed to the office, Newtonville United Methodist

Church P.O. Box 7, Newtonville, NY 12128.

The GivePlus app is another option that can be downloaded to either
iPhone or Android. Simply search by zip code 12128. For electronic
giving on a reqular basis, please contact the church office and we will
put the Financial Secretary in touch with you to set that up through
Vanco. We sincerely appreciate your continued financial support




JANUARY

2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
New Year's Day
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
10:00am Worship | 6:00pm AA 10:00am Banjo 6:00pm AA 9:00am TOPS 10:00am Sewing
10:15am 6:30pm Finance Band 7:00pm Bible 7:00pm BSA PLC Guild
Children’'s Committee 6:00pm AA Study ZOOM 7:00pm RST
Church 6:30pm RCA
3:00pm RST 7:00pm RST
11 12 13 14 15 16 175
10:00am Worship | 1:00pm Prayer 10:00am Banjo 6:00pm AA 9:00am TOPS
10:15am Shawl Band 7:00pm Bible 7:00pm BSA PLC
Children's 6:00pm AA 6:00pm AA Study ZOOM 7:00pm RST
Church 6:30pm RCA
3:00pm RST 7:00pm RST
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
10:00am Worship | Martin Luther King | 10:00am Banjo 6:00pm AA 9:00am TOPS
10:15am Day Band 7:00pm Bible 7:00pm RST
Children's 6:00pm AA 6:00pm AA Study ZOOM
Church 6:30pm RCA
3:00pm RST 7:00pm RST
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
10:00am Worship | 1:00pm Prayer 6:00pm AA 6:00pm AA 9:00am TOPS
10:15am Shawl 7:00pm RST 7:00pm Bible 7:00pm RST
Children's 6:00pm AA Study ZOOM
Church 6:30pm Trustees
3:00pm RST Meeting
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FEBRUARY

2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
10:00am Banjo 6:00pm AA 9:00am TOPS
Band 7:00pm Bible 7:00pm BSA
6:00pm AA Study ZOOM PLC meeting
6:30pm RCA 7:00pm RST
7:00pm RST
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
10:00am 1:00pm Prayer | 6:00pm AA 6:00pm AA 9:00am TOPS
Worship Shawl 6:30pm SOS 7:00pm Bible 7:00pm BSA
10:15am 6:00pm AA 7:00pm RST Study ZOOM Comm Meeting
Children's 7:00pm RST
Church
3:00pm RST
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
10:00am Presidents’ Day | 10:00am Banjo Ash Wednesday | 9:00am TOPS
Worship 6:00pm AA Band 6:00pm AA 7:00pm RST
10:15am 6:00pm AA 7:00pm Bible
Children's 6:00pm RCA Study ZOOM
Church 7:00pm RST
3:00pm RST
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
10:00am 1:00pm Prayer | 6:00pm AA 6:00pm AA 9:00am TOPS
Worship Shawl 6:30pm RCA 7:00pm Bible 7:00pm RST
10:15am 6:00pm AA 7:00pm RST Study ZOOM
Children’s 6:30pm
Church Trustees
3:00pm RST Meeting
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Calendar At-3-Glance

January Calendar

6 — Finance Committee 6:30pm

7 - Bible Study 7pm Zoom

12 - Prayer Shawl 1pm Room 10

14 - Bible Study 7pm Zoom

21 - Bible Study 7pm Zoom

26 - Prayer Shawl 1 pm Room 10

26 — Trustees Meeting 6:30pm Room 4
28 - Bible Study 7pm Zoom

February Calendar

4 - Bible Study 7pm Zoom

9 - Prayer Shawl 1 pm Room 10
11 - Bible Study 7pm Zoom

18 - Bible Study 7pm Zoom

23 ~ Prayer shawl 1pm Room 10
23 - Trustees Meeting 6:30pm
25 - Bible Study 7pm Zoom

Pastor Rev. Dr. Nick Bufano
Music Director Brandon Malowski
Administrative Asst.

Office Hours: Tues., Wed., & Thurs

Youth and Family Ministries .
Custodian

Preschool Director

Office Hours

Telephone

Email

Website

Facebook Group

Joy Bufano

Olga & Daria Zhukorsha

Fiza Rohail

9am-12om T, W, Th
518-785-6789
NewtonvilleUMC@gmail.com

www.numc.net

“Newtonville United Methodist Church”

9am - 12pm
Live worship services Sundays at 10am
& Recordings
can be found online at

www.youtube.com/@newtonvilleumc9872
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