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November, 2020
Our faith is stronger than death, our philosophy is firmer than flesh,
and the spread of the Kingdom of God upon the earth is more sublime
and more compelling. -Dorothy Day
When Jesus is asked what he understands to be the greatest of the commandments, he
responds from the Shema Yisrael (“Hear, O Israel) prayer with a verse from
Deuteronomy 6:5, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your being, and all
your strength,” followed with a paraphrase of Leviticus 19:18, “You must not take
revenge nor hold a grudge against any of your people; instead, you must love your
neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord.” He links these two together, saying that the
second is like the first. They are, essentially, one and the same.
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The legal experts of Jesus’ time and context might have argued whether Sabbathkeeping, or circumcision, or sacrifices, were most central, or important, to being
faithful to God. In the midst of that debate they test him with the question, “Which is
the greatest commandment.” Within our time and context we separate secular and
religious legal arguments, yet neither is any less contentious. Whether the question
under consideration is access to firearms or access to ordination, there is a fundamental
question of our guiding principles, the core beliefs which shape our views.
For disciples of Jesus, however, there can ultimately be only one ethic: love God and
love neighbor, because these are one and the same. Dorothy Day, the founder of the
Catholic worker movement quoted above, held that it often wasn’t possible to be both
a good American and a good Christian. For her the call of the Gospel – to stand in
solidarity with the poor and marginalized, to live communally with the least in our
midst, to see Christ in each person we meet - had to come first. Love the Lord your
God with all your heart, strength and being, and love your neighbor as yourself.
As we move through this pandemic, as we make choices at the polls, as we listen for
God’s call and watch for ministry needs in our midst, may we live into Jesus’ command
to love God and neighbor.
Peace for the journey,
Pastor Steve

The Mission of Newtonville United Methodist Church is to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and to be God’s love with our neighbors in all places.

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITY:

RED BIRD MISSION BOXES

Our Nancy Goddard, who, in addition to being a
member of NUMC, serves as our District Director of
Lay Servant Ministries, is offering a Bible study
survey of the New Testament, using the study
guide, DISCIPLE Fast Track: Becoming Disciples
through Bible Study New Testament. This course is
designed to help busy people encounter the Bible in
order to grow in faith. Daily readings for private
devotion and reflection, as well as materials to help
understand the Bible, its content and its
development, are provided. Although it is an
Advanced Lay Servant course, it is open to
everyone. It begins Saturday, January 9, 2021,
meeting every Saturday for twelve weeks, from 9:00
a.m. to 10:15 a.m., via Zoom. An Old Testament Fast
Track study was offered this fall and has received
overwhelming praise for meeting its goal of providing
participants with needed structure, a sense of
accountability and the encouragement of fellow
sojourners. Participants must purchase Disciple Fast
Track: Becoming Disciples through Bible Study New
Testament Study Manual from Cokesbury. The cost
is $10.00. Contact Nancy at
bngoddard@davespc.net for a registration form.

Red Bird Mission Christmas boxes need to be turned
in first Sunday in November. Label the shoebox:
Man, Woman, Boy or Girl. Prayer Shawl Ministry will
supply hats, scarves and gloves or mittens bagged
and labeled in a separate tote.

FAITH VILLAGE SUNDAY SCHOOL:

Church Council will meet via Zoom on Tuesday,
November 17 at 7pm.

For children age 4 through grade 3 we offer a
prerecorded lesson led by some of our regular
teachers. (Interested in volunteering to lead a
session please contact Karin in the office). The video
will air on our YouTube channel each Sunday
morning. There is a Zoom class for those in grades 47 led by Sam Smith on Sundays at 11:30 am. For the
link email him at sesmithac@gmail.com. If you
haven't registered for Faith Village in the past but
would like to participate please email the church
office to be included.
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Thanks to all those who participated in the Prayer
Shawl Ministry projects for the Red Bird Mission
Christmas Boxes for 2020. NUMC will be sending 25
shoe boxes and 5 large totes that included one with
18 lap robes; and one each of hats, scarves and
mittens or gloves for men, women, boys, and girls.
We are already thinking ahead to 2021… We usually
meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month in
classroom 4 where there is lots of space to spread
out.

TRUSTEES
Trustees will meet on Monday, November 2, 2020 at
6:30pm via Zoom.

CHURCH COUNCIL

FINANCE
The Finance Committee is meeting on Monday,
November 16, 2020 at 6:30pm via Zoom

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
Watch for details about Advent and Christmas
worship opportunities, both online and in-person, as
well as information about and Advent study to be
held via Zoom.
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November Birthdays
1 – Barbara Rasmussen
9 – Glen Sheffer
13 – Tina Sheridan
15 – Samuel Smith
16 – Kara Olstad
23 – Kathy Maker
26 – Pamela Palmer
NUMC would like to celebrate
birthdays and anniversaries! Please
share these dates with the office:
newtonvilleumc@gmail.com.
Skye Farm Camp & Retreat Center
A letter of thanks was received from
the Skye Farm Camp and Retreat
Center for the $500 donation
authorized by Church Council at the
September meeting. It is hoped that
such support will allow Skye Farm to
continue ministry into 2021 and
beyond. Like so many camps, Skye
Farm was unable to open to campers
and others this past summer.
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CROP WALK 2020 REPORT
The 2020 virtual John U Miller
Memorial CROP Hunger Walk, one of
nearly 2000 walks throughout the
country, was held in the Albany area
on May 3, 2020. Over 150 walkers had
registered and raised funds from
donors all over the country.
In all, over 200 walkers in the Albany
area took to the streets in their own
neighborhoods to “end hunger, one
step at a time”. The weather was
perfect and the walk raised
$90,631.45 which was sent to the
Capital Area Council of Churches.
Twenty-five percent of those funds
came back to the Council of Churches;
a total of $22,735 was distributed to
26 local charities: in and around
Albany. Thanks to all who participated
as walkers and as donors.
BAPTISM
Nathan Garrett Pangburn, son of
Kenneth and Amanda Ullery Pangburn,
was baptized on Saturday, October
24 at Newtonville UMC. Nathan is the
6th generation of his family to be
baptized here.
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In our prayers
Prayers for Megan, Donna Buda's niece, and
husband, Josh, who prematurely welcomed a
daughter, Beatrice Shea, on October 11th. There are
some complications for both mom and baby; Bryan
and Nancy Goddard on the passing of Bryan's
mother, Alice; the family of Art Walker on his
passing; the family of Sharon Maron on her
passing; Archie Maker dealing with health
issues; Dennis and Alicia Rizzo dealing with a
difficult diagnosises; Piper Toby, she is 10 and is
having health issues; Eleanor Loos, recovering from a
hospital stay; those recovering from surgery and
injury: Pat Loz, Christopher Biggs; those facing
challenging diagnoses: Amelia Brennock, Stephanie
Sherman, Ann Crocker Lawton, Susan C.; those
dealing with ongoing health issues: Donna
Lavender; those dealing with addiction and those
struggling to manage anxiety and fight depression.

Our Gifts September 2020
Average Undesignated Income
needed per month $18,182
Pledges
$13,306
Plate
$106
Bottle Return
$20
Virtual Garage Sale
$412
Virtual BBQ
$500
Building Rent
$600
Undesignated Income
Total
$14,944
Designated Funds
Building Fund
Youth
UMCOR Hurricane
DS Mission

$3111
$20
$540
$100

Contact the office to add or remove a prayer
request.

Cards or calls would be appreciated, (no visits
permitted at this time):
Ethel Pufpaff - Our Lady of Mercy Room
223, 2 Mercycare Ln., Guilderland, NY 12084
Cecelia Fluewelling - 19 Pasinella Way, Cohoes, NY
12047
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November
Sun

Mon
1

-All Saints'
Day
-Daylight
Saving Time
ends
10:00
Worship by
reservation
6:00pm AA

2
10:15am TriCity Banjo
Band
6:00pm AA
6:30pm
Trustees

8
10:00
Worship by
reservation
6:00pm AA

3

9

10
6:00pm AA
6:00pm SOS

16
10:15am TriCity Banjo
Band
6:00pm AA
6:30 Finance
via Zoom

22
10:00
Worship by
reservation
6:00pm AA

17
6:00pm AA
7:00pm
Church
Council

23
6:00pm AA

29

Thu
4

7:00pm BSA
Troop 1701

11
-Veterans Day
office closed
Preschool
Closed
10:00am
Sewing Group
7:00pm BSA
Troop 1701

18
7:00pm BSA
Troop 1701

24
6:00pm AA

30
6:00pm AA

Wed

-Election Day
No Preschool
6:00pm AA

6:00pm AA

15
10:00
Worship by
reservation
6:00pm AA

First Sunday
of Advent
10:00
Worship by
reservation
6:00pm AA

Tue

25
Preschool
Closed
7:00pm BSA
Troop 1701

2020
Fri
5

Sat
6

7

5:00pm TOPS

12

13

5:00pm TOPS

19

14
10:00am
Sewing Guild

20

21

27

28

5:00pm TOPS

26
-Thanksgiving
Day
5:00pm TOPS

Join us!
Bring a
friend, Invite
a neighbor!
Lead Pastor
Music Director
Pastoral Assistant
Secretary
Sexton
Preschool Director
Office Hours
Telephone
Email
Website
Facebook Group

November At-a-Glance
11/2 – Trustees meeting 6:30pm
11/9 – Prayer Shawl 1pm Rm 4
11/16 – Finance 6:30pm via Zoom
11/17 - Church Council 7:00pm via Zoom
11/29 - UM Student Sunday
11/29 – 1st Sunday in Advent

Steven M. Smith
Bill Rainbolt
Karin Wheatley
Richard Bryant
Karin Wheatley
Mon, Wed, & Thurs 12-3pm
518-785-6789
NewtonvilleUMC@gmail.com
www.numc.net
“Newtonville United Methodist Church”
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Our #1 goal at NUMC, for which the pastor and the congregation will be held accountable, is to
“welcome ALL people to our church with Christian love in word and deed.”

