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Happy New Year! This past week between Christmas and New Year’s Day I took a
few days off to be with family. We had a wonderful and restful time together, finally
getting to unpack some of the rooms in the parsonage that we had not gotten to yet.
While I was unpacking, I did some reflecting on our time together just since July 1 of
last summer.
While we have only been together for a short time, and even in the midst of our
continuing struggle with COVID, I feel good about the ministry life we have begun to
develop together here at NUMC. So far, we have spent time listening to one another,
dreaming, and planning for the future. We have done this both in large group settings,
and through many conversations around the table in my office. We started a terrific
Bible Study that meets each Wednesday evening where we have the privilege of talking
about how the Spirit works in our lives. We also have begun to talk about the difficult
and challenging parts of scripture, and how we can begin engage even those texts that
we would like to pretend don’t exist in our bibles. It is quite a wonderful group, and I
encourage you to check it out!
Our worship life has been exciting and vibrant. Our focus on young people, and
providing them a space of their own in the sanctuary has been well received and
feedback has been positive both from the youth and adults alike! One of my other
immediate goals was to improve communication. We are working hard to be sure that
all committees are on the same page as we make decisions together for the future for
NUMC. This is an ongoing process for us, and I feel good about our progress so far. Our
“Little Food Pantry” has proven to be a true need in our community, and a few folks
now have gathered each Thursday afternoon to open the door of the church to provide
the canned goods that would usually not be offered in the winter. This is wonderful, and
I look forward to talking about how we can expand this ministry in the future.
These are just a few of the really great things that are happening here at
Newtonville United Methodist Church. I am so thrilled to be here to partner with you as
your pastor, and to walk alongside you into 2022, and many years to come. Please
don’t ever hesitate to give me a call, 443-813-7584, or email me at
pastornickbufano@gmail.com if you need anything at all.
Happy New Year! Many Blessings!
Nick

The Mission of Newtonville United Methodist Church is to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and to be God’s love with our neighbors in all places.

The Church in Action…
IMMIGRANT ASSISTANCE MISSIONS
OPPORTUNITIES
If you have a heart for the oppressed and
displaced person in this world, you need go no
further than Albany, NY, to be of service. The people
you will meet, both refugees and volunteers, will
warm your hearts.
Two organizations I can endorse from personal
experience are USCRI {U. S. Committee for Refugees
and Immigrants} and RISSE {Refugee & Immigrant
Support Services of Emmaus}.
Broadly speaking, USCRI is a federally contracted
refugee resettlement agency, the front line receiver
of families providing initial case management for the
90-day period after arrival. USCRI will meet the
families at the Albany Airport, secure and pay for
their initial housing, provide furniture and household
necessities, assist families with transportation to
clothing centers and medical visits and provide other
basic services. The organization also operates
numerous post 90-day programs to help facilitate
refugees’ transition to their new lives in America.
RISSE assists families with paperwork; Englishlanguage acquisition for adults and children;
citizenship; after-school programming; youth
summer activities; and more. RISSE has a strong need
at present in the Afterschool program for teaching
professionals, retired or otherwise, to tutor children.
Both organizations require applications and
background checks for volunteers who work directly
with refugee families. There is a great need for good
quality furniture to include tables and chairs,
couches, lamps, and area carpets. Also, toiletries,
towels, kitchen items, paper products, soaps
(personal, dish & laundry). Money donations allow
the most flexibility.
Volunteers are needed to muster supplies, make
deliveries, ferry people, repairs & cleaning,
organizing goods, etc. The ability to assist on very
short notice is especially valuable, but more
predictable opportunities are also available.
To help out at RISSE, which is located at the
Emmaus United Methodist Church at 715 Morris St,

Albany, you may contact Ann Krischer, volunteer
coordinator, at: volunteer@risse-albany.org or call
518.424.6663.
To help out at USCRI, contact Jennifer DeMarco at
jdemarco@uscrimail.org.
If you would like to visit either organization or get
more information, you may also contact Brian Hayesbrian.m.hayes6@gmail.com or call 518.791.9454.
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CAPITAL CITY RESCUE MISSION
Newtonville United Methodist Church is presently
doing an outreach program for the Capital City
Rescue Mission.
We have volunteered to serve dinner on the 2nd
Monday of each month from 5:00 – 7:30pm. There
are 5 volunteers needed each month to serve the
guests. Young volunteers must be at least 16 years
old and accompanied by an adult.
Parking is available across from the Mission in a
closed DMV parking lot; many in the group that
served in December met at NUMC to car pool.
Mandatory: face masks, hair net, gloves and
apron, which are all part of what the Mission
supplies to the volunteers.
Please contact me if you are interested in this
program or have any questions: Gail Cotler, 518-4414853 phone/text or gailcotler@gmail.com.

LITTLE FOOD PANTRY
“If you can’t feed a hundred people, feed just one.”
Mother Teresa
You may think donating just one canned good or box
of pasta may not make a huge difference in the
world. But it will have a great impact on the person
who stops by our little food pantry.
So when you are out grocery shopping, add that
extra item to your cart and drop it off at church. Not
only will you be feeding the less fortunate but it will
make you feel good!
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News and Notes
BASIC LAY SERVANT COURSE COMING IN
FEBRUARY!
Is God calling you to become involved in Lay Servant
Ministries? Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most
significant lay leadership development programs
available within our United Methodist connection
(2021 Lay Servant Ministries catalog). Through these
ministries, we are equipped, empowered, and
enabled:
 To grow as disciples of Jesus Christ;
 To deepen our knowledge of who God is and
who God is calling us to be as God’s people;
 To embody God’s love;
 To be God’s love in the world.
Lay Servants share their faith and God’s love by
leading, caring, and communicating to all God’s
people in all places, and in all times.
The Basic course is the foundation for all Lay Servant
courses as you:
 Are encouraged to discover and use your
spiritual gifts;
 Consider the importance of servant
leadership;
 Develop future leaders;
 Practice spiritual disciplines;
 Grow as a leader in mission and ministry.
The Basic course will be offered on Saturdays,
February 5, 12, 19, 26, and March 5, 2022 from 10:00
am to 12:00 noon at Hope United Methodist Church,
566 Brunswick Rd, Troy. To register, please contact
Darlene Suto at dviall51@aol.com or 518.279.3567
(home) or 518.495.2248 (cell).
Questions? Please contact Nancy Goddard at
bngoddard@davespc.net or 607.242.2653.
Thank you for considering this course!
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LIVING OUR UNITED METHODIST BELIEFS
“Living our United Methodist Beliefs” (the Heritage
course) will be offered via Zoom with the last class in
person at a church central to the Capital Region.
Participants will need:
· Access to Zoom
· Living our Beliefs, the United Methodist Way by
Kenneth L. Carder available at Cokesbury or
Amazon. ISBN: 978-0-88177-571-6
· A Brief History of The United Methodist Church
available for free from Amazon.
· United Methodist Hymnal
· A method for taking notes
Dates: Mondays, January 17, 24, 31, February 7, 2022
via Zoom and February 14, 2022 in person. All five
sessions are required for completion.
Time: 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Facilitator: Bruce France, Certified Lay Speaker
bfrance@nycap.rr.com | 518. 441.9584 (cell)
Cost: $10.00 (Checks payable to UNYAC)
Please contact Bruce for a Registration Form.

SUNDAY SCHOOL AGES 4 THRU 6TH GRADE
Young people will gather in the sanctuary at 9:30
where they will sing a song with Brandon, explore
the scripture passage for the day, and then complete
a fun, aged based activity connecting the passage to
their lives!
It is our hope that the young folks will then join their
families for worship at 10am. During the Kid’s Time
each week, the children will share their song and
Sunday school activity with the congregation.
Parents are welcome to stay and help their young
ones, and/or gather for fellowship in the Grace
Krause Lounge. Come check out this new and exciting
program!
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MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY
Join Pastor Nick
on Wednesday evenings
from 7-8:30pm on
Zoom for our weekly Bible
Study.
We will be using the book Rehearsing Scripture:
Discovering God’s Word in Community by Anna
Carter Florence as our foundation, as we study the
lectionary texts for worship each week.
Mark your calendars and look out for the Zoom link,
which Pastor Nick will send out.
Call or email Pastor Nick if you have any questions!

NUMC LITTLE FOOD PANTRY
NUMC continues to supply our community with food
and essential supplies during the winter months.
We ask that you not leave items in the pantry that
could freeze when the weather is predicted to be
extremely cold. In particular, canned goods/glass
jars can freeze and spoil. Ideas for items to leave in
the pantry include: crackers, rice meals, macaroni
and cheese, hot chocolate, popcorn, beef jerky,
snacks, dried soup mixes and paper products.
Volunteers are asked to use SignUpGenius.com
(Little Food Pantry/Blessing Box) to register their
availability at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090849ACAE28
A2FC1-little
If a volunteer does not have a key to the church,
please contact Pam Palmer, and arrangements will
be made for access.
Any issues or concerns should be sent to
ppalmer55@nycap.rr.com.
Take What You Need And Give What You Can
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NEW COVID PROTOCOLS
1. Coffee hour will be suspended until further
notice.
2. All church meetings will return to ZOOM to
include all committees and bible studies.
3. Masks will be worn at all indoor church
events...unless staff is alone in their office.

ACOLYTES
We are seeking children and youth to be added to an
acolyte rotation for Sunday mornings. You will be
responsible to light the candles during the first hymn
and to carry the microphone to congregation
members during prayer time. Please let Karin in the
office know if you have a child or youth that would
like to be added to the list.
newtonvilleumc@gmail.com

TRUSTEES
The trustees want to thank everyone who has
supported our Church not only financially but during
our work days and whenever there is a call out for
help. We are a family and we wish you and yours a
loving and happy New Year. From Your Trustees
Trustees will meet via ZOOM on Monday, January 3
at 6:30pm.

CHURCH COUNCIL
The next council meeting will be Tuesday, February 8

FINANCE
The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday March
8, 2022 at 6:30pm.

CHURCH CONFERENCE
There will be a church conference on Sunday,
January 9th in the sanctuary following worship. The
agenda will include adoption of the budget and the
nominations report. All professing members, as well
as clergy members of the Newtonville charge, have a
vote. Everyone, member or friend, is welcome to
attend.
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Celebrations!

January Birthdays
4 – David Pe’rez
6 – Laura Romania
9 – Erica Buda Doran
11 – Judy Mills
13 – Trevor Elmendorf
14 – Nastia Elmendorf
23 – Claire Romania
31 – Mark Olstad

NUMC would like to celebrate birthdays and
anniversaries! Please share these dates with the
office: newtonvilleumc@gmail.com.

We have suspended Coffee Fellowship for
the time being - until health concerns are
reduced.

VISITATIONS
Pastor Nick is scheduling visits to
homebound members. If you have someone
that would like a visit, please contact Pastor
Nick at pastornickbufano@gmail.com
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THANKS TO SCOUTS

The Garage Sale Committee would like to
express to the Boy Scouts and their
leaders deep appreciation for working on
Wednesday, December 8 on the stage in
the Fellowship Hall .
The young people and one of their
leaders, Fox, re-organized the furniture
that was on stage and grouped like things
together in so far as possible.
The boys made three aisles enabling
people to walk on the stage and look at
the furnishings and other items.
All items had a string tag placed on them.
Speaking with the scouts and their
leaders at the end of our time together,
the Boy Scouts agreed wholeheartedly to
work on the day of the Garage Sale
which is scheduled for May 5.
It was so good to see so many young boys
and, we believe, Girl Scouts helping them
working in Fellowship Hall toward a
common goal.
Thank you, thank you, thank you.
The Garage Sale Committee
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IN OUR PRAYERS

OUR GIFTS NOVEMBER 2021

Prayers for Eric Jensen on the death of his brother,
Tom; Donna Buda, during surgery and recovery in
January; friends of Margaret Blanco who are dealing with
COVID; Karen Smith as she recovers from injuries from a
car accident; those dealing with health issues; Walt
Gorski, Sally Coonley, Kathy Maker, Barb
Rasmussen; Piper Toby, Eleanor Loos, Pat
Loz, Christopher Biggs, Stephanie Sherman, Ann Crocker
Lawton, Susan C.; those dealing with addiction and those
struggling to manage anxiety and fight
depression. Contact the office to add or remove a prayer

Average Undesignated Income
needed per month $17,498
Pledges
$13,446
Plate
$500
Preschool
$2,840
Bldg Rent
$600
Bottles
$8
Heat
$5
Festival
$808
Undesignated Income
$18,207
Total

request.

Cards or calls would be appreciated:
Cecelia Fluewelling - 19 Pasinella Way, Cohoes, NY
12047

Designated Funds
Building Fund
Student Day
DS Mission
World Communion

$1,445
$150
$100
$100

JANUARY VOLUNTEERS:
Usher Rotation assisting Head Ushers Bill Smith and
Art Bowen
January 2: Clifton Fowles and Geoff Whittle
January 9: Liz and David McGeough-Gamache
January 16: Nancy Goddard and Donna Buda
January 23: Bob Kircher and Tom Assimon
January 30 Clifton Fowles and Geoff Whittle

Worship assistant rotation
Jan 2: Joan Jensen
Jan 9: Pam LaCasio
Jan 16: Charles Bonsu
Jan 23: Gary Thompson
Jan 30: Sandy Rivenburg

January 2022

FINANCIAL OFFERINGS
Offerings can be given at Sunday services or
mailed to the office, either in your regular
offering envelopes or marked "Attn: Kathy
Franklin" to P.O. Box 7, Newtonville, NY
12128. The GivePlus app is another option
that can be downloaded to either iPhone or
Android. Simply search by zip code 12128.
For electronic giving on a regular basis, please
contact the church office and we will put
Kathy in touch with you to set that up
through Vanco. We sincerely appreciate your
continued financial support.
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January
Sun

Mon

Tue

2022

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
New Year's
Day

2
10:00
Worship
6:00pm AA

9:00am
Preschool
resumes
6:00pm AA
6:30pm
Trustees
meeting

9
10:00
Worship
11:00am
Church
Conference
6:00pm AA

16
10:00
Worship
6:00pm AA

23
10:00
Worship
6:00pm AA

30
10:00
Worship
6:00pm AA

3

10
1:00pm
Prayer
Shawl
6:00pm AA

17
Martin
Luther King
Jr. Day
No
Preschool
6:00pm AA

24
1:00pm
Prayer
Shawl
6:00pm AA

31
6:00pm AA

4
10:00am
Banjo Band
6:00pm AA
6:30pm RCA

11
6:00pm AA
6:00pm SOS

18
1:00pm Banjo
Band
6:00pm AA
6:30pm RCA

25
6:00pm AA

5
5:45pm Cub
Scouts
6:00pm AA
6:30pm BSA
Troop
meeting

6
Epiphany
5:00pm
TOPS
7:00pm BSA
PLC meeting

12
5:45pm Cub
Scouts
6:00pm AA
6:00pm Girl
Scouts
6:30pm BSA
Troop
meeting

13

14

15
9:00am BSA
OA meeting

20

21

22

27

28

29

5:00pm
TOPS

26
5:45pm Cub
Scouts
6:00pm AA
6:00pm Girl
Scouts
6:30pm BSA
Troop
meeting

8
10:00am
Sewing Guild

5:00pm
TOPS

19
5:45pm Cub
Scouts
6:00pm AA
6:30pm BSA
Troop
meeting

7

5:00pm
TOPS

January At-a-Glance
3 – Trustees meeting 6:30pm

Join us!
Bring a
friend, Invite
a neighbor!

5 – Bible Study 7pm Zoom
9 – Heat offering
9 – Church Conference 11am
10 – Prayer Shawl 1pm
12 – Bible Study 7pm Zoom
16 – Human Relations Sunday
17 – Office closed MLK Jr. Day
19 – Bible Study 7pm Zoom
24 – Prayer Shawl 1pm
26 – Bible Study 7pm ZOOM

Lead Pastor
Music Director
Pastoral Assistant
Admin. Assistant
Sexton
Preschool Director
Office Hours
Telephone
Email
Website
Facebook Group

Nicholas Bufano
Brandon Maleski
Bill Rainbolt
Karin Wheatley
Richard Bryant
Karin Wheatley
Mon, Wed, & Thurs 12-3pm
518-785-6789
NewtonvilleUMC@gmail.com
www.numc.net
“Newtonville United Methodist Church”

The Church Bell
Newtonville United Methodist Church
568 Loudon Road, P.O. Box 7
Newtonville, NY 12128
Return Service Requested

Office Hours: Monday,
Wednesday, & Thursday
12p.m. – 3p.m.
Videos of worship services can be
found online at
www.facebook.com/groups/newtonville
& on the Newtonville UMC YouTube
channel.
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Postage
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