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Children will discover how the resurrection calls believers to 
act generously and practice care toward those in need.

The Early Church 

n P R E P A R I N G  F O R  T H E  S E S S I O N

Focus on Acts 4:32–35

WHAT is important to know?              — From “Exegetical Perspective,” Samuel E. Balentine

There is the stress of earning a living, now made acute by the addition to Jerusalem’s population of persons 
from “every nation under heaven,” including “both Jews and proselytes” (2:5, 10). Acts 4:32–35, along with 
2:42–47 and 6:1–7, provides insight into how the church responded to this economic challenge by describing 
its practice of sharing possessions so that “there was not a needy person among them” (4:34). These three texts 
as “acts of the apostles” suggest the church’s mission “in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth” is 
rooted in and grows out of the fundamental imperative to care for one another. 

WHERE is God in these words?  — From “Theological Perspective,” Alan G. Padgett

In the Nicene Creed we confess belief in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church. Luke lays out some similar 
theological values for the Christian community. There is little doubt that our author paints a rather idyllic 
scene, but there is some grounding in historical reality. Luke notes that the small community is unified: “one 
heart and soul.” This ideal of unity is not of the bureaucratic kind, but of purpose, mission, and values. The 
power of the Holy Spirit and the powerful witness of the resurrection of our Lord gave them a unity that was 
part of their mission and witness to the world (v. 33). 
    

SO WHAT does this mean for our lives? — From “Pastoral Perspective,” Cynthia M. Campbell

In verse 33, Luke makes it clear that the source of this extraordinary behavior is the resurrection of Jesus: 
“With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was 
upon them all.” The resurrection is the demonstration of the power of God over all the powers of sin, death, and 
destruction in the world. It is also the power to transform the lives of those who believe. Does the resurrection 
of Jesus still have power to transform? In the contemporary post-Easter season, perhaps our efforts should be 
to help people see concrete glimpses into the power of God’s transforming presence in this world. 
 
NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us to do? — From “Homiletical Perspective,” George Bryant Wirth

We are in a time of painful transitions and harmful divisions among congregations and denominations, within 
our country, and between the United States and other nations. As Christians who claim Jesus as Lord and 
Savior, we cannot allow our behavior to contradict his call and command to be “peacemakers” (Matt. 5:9) and 
to “love one another, just as I have loved you” (John 13:34). The clear and compelling message to share about 
unity in the midst of diversity is that the Lord calls us in humility to confess our sins, and to identify and 
reconcile ourselves not only with other Christians, but also with all of God’s human family on earth.

Acts 4:32–35
Ps. 133
1 John 1:1–2:2
John 20:19–31
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YOU WILL NEED
 ❏ small table or large 

box

 ❏ white cloth

 ❏ cross

 ❏ Bible

 ❏ envelope

 ❏ smiley-face stickers

 ❏ Color Pack 6, 10,  

12, 13, 31

 ❏ tape

 ❏ Singing the Feast, 

2020–2021; CD player

 ❏ sticky notes

 ❏ 10 clothespins

 ❏ small basket

 ❏ unsliced loaf of bread 

 ❏ napkins

For Responding

 ❏ option 1: Resource 

Sheet 1, scissors 

(optional) 

 ❏ option 2: Singing the 

Feast, 2020–2021;  

CD player; Color Pack 

32

 ❏ option 3: copies of 

Resource Sheet 2, 

pencils, crayons, 

scissors, glue sticks

Focus on Your Teaching

Children learn how to be generous from their experiences. Some may have worked alongside 
their families on serving projects in the community. Some may be from families who have 
received help from others when there was an illness, death, or time of unemployment. 
Generous attitudes and behaviors also are learned from teachers and coaches, like you! 
Provide opportunities for learners to practice sharing each session and look for ways they 
can join in with other church members in reaching out to those in need. 

Ever-present God, thank you for being with me as I prepare for this 
session and when I teach it. Make me aware of ways to model discipleship 
for these young ones. Amen.

n L E A D I N G  T H E  S E S S I O N

GATHERING
Before the session, make a worship table by covering a small table or large box with a 
white cloth and placing a cross on it. Put three smiley-face stickers for each learner in one 
envelope. If necessary, tape the top edge of Color Pack 10 to the lower edge of Color Pack 6.

Greet each learner by name. Invite each one to tell you something he or she did with family 
this weekend, such as chores, errands, or playing a game.
 
Gather with learners around the worship table. Say that this is the second Sunday in the 
Easter season. Christians are continuing to celebrate that God raised Jesus from death. Hold 
up Color Pack 6 and 10 (taped together). Form two groups, one to say the first two lines and 
the other to say the last two lines. Tell learners to spread out and jump like the people in the 
photo when they speak their words. 

Sing “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” (Color Pack 31; track 3 on Singing the Feast, 2020–
2021). Pray aloud, inviting learners to repeat each phrase:

Dear God, / it is good to gather here today / and to know that you are with 
us. / Help us to learn / what you want us to know. Amen. 

Sit with learners and show them the envelope of stickers. Invite them to guess what you are 
planning to do with the stickers. After a few moments, say you will share the stickers with 
them at the end of the session. Invite learners to tell about times it was easy for them to 
share something. 

Say that today’s Bible story is about sharing. 

FOCUS SCRIPTURE
Acts 4:32–35

The Early Church
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Children ask great 
questions! Sometimes 
you may not know the 
answer, and that’s OK. 
If there are resource 
books in your learning 
area, have learners help 
you look up an answer. 
Otherwise, offer to find 
an answer and tell them 
next session. Also help 
them to understand that 
sometimes only God 
knows the answers to 
our questions.

EXPLORING 
Open your Bible to Acts. Explain that after God raised Jesus from death, groups of Jesus’ 
followers gathered to worship and learn. They were called Christians. The book of Acts has 
stories about how these first Christians told other people the good news of how God raised 
Jesus from death and how the Lord promises to love us and to give us life with God that 
never ends. Read aloud the story, using the follow version:

The community of believers was one in heart and mind. None of them would say, 
“This is mine!” about any of their possessions, but held everything in common. 
The apostles continued to bear powerful witness to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and an abundance of grace was at work among them all. There were no 
needy persons among them. Those who owned properties or houses would sell 
them, bring the proceeds from the sales, and place them in the care and under 
the authority of the apostles. Then it was distributed to anyone who was in need.  
(Acts 4:32–35, CEB)

Display Color Pack 12 and invite learners to tell which part of the story is illustrated here. 
Discuss:
P What does it mean to hold “everything in common”? What things do you share with 

your friends or family members in this way?
P Would you have liked to belong to this church? Why or why not?

Display Color Pack 13 and read the verse in unison. Invite learners to tell what it means to 
be “one in heart and mind.” Use a sticky note to cover a word or two and have learners say 
the verse. Keep covering words and saying the verse until learners know it from memory.

Play a game to practice working together. Place a small basket on the floor and ten 
clothespins on a nearby table. Challenge the group to work together to drop ten clothespins 
into the basket, following two rules: 1. Anyone holding a clothespin must have his or her 
back to the basket. 2. No one can touch the basket. Let learners figure out how to do this. 
Lead a group cheer when they do, and ask:
P How did you work together to reach the goal?

Tell a few examples of ways you have seen people working together to be generous and 
caring. Include ways you have seen the learners in your class caring for one another. Discuss:
P When is working together to care for others a good idea?

Have learners wash their hands. Give each one a napkin. Recall that the early Christians 
shared their food. Say a prayer of thanks for food and then pass around an unsliced loaf of 
bread, being mindful of allergies. Have each child pull off a piece to eat, being sure to leave 
enough for everyone else to have a piece. As you eat, discuss:
P How is our church like the early church? How is it different?

The Early Church 

Christ the Lord  
Is Risen Today

Christ the Lord is risen 
today! Alleluia!

All creation join to say; 
Alleluia!

Raise your joys and 
triumphs high; Alleluia!

Sing, O heavens, and earth 
reply, Alleluia!
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EASY 
PREP

Some children are 
challenged by this kind 
of playacting activity. 
Quietly help those who 
have trouble coming up 
with ideas.

RESPONDING
Mark the activities you will use:
1. Story Endings Participating in this activity will help learners identify ways they can 

practice care for people. Read one of the stories from Resource Sheet 1 (Stories) and 
invite learners to brainstorm possible endings. Form pairs and ask each one to act 
out one ending. Continue in this way until you’ve read all the stories. Option: If your 
learners are readers, cut the stories apart and give each pair or small group a story to 
read, plan an ending, and act out the ending for the entire group. Affirm the learners’ 
good ideas of ways to be caring. Emphasize that the Spirit helps Christians of all ages to 
reach out to people who need love and care. 

2. Sing about the Spirit Learning a song will help learners to remember how God’s Spirit 
is at work in them to help them care for others. Play “I’ve Got Spirit in My Hands” 
(Color Pack 32; track 13 on Singing the Feast, 2020–2021). Teach the words to the 
first stanza line by line, and then sing the song together. As each new body part is 
named, they can point to it or shake it. After singing, invite them to think of ways that 
these various parts of their bodies might help them act in generous and caring ways. 
Together, choose one of these caring actions to do this week.  

3. Reaching Out Puzzle Learners will consider how the Spirit helps them to reach out in 
caring ways, as did the early Christians. Distribute Resource Sheet 2 (Reaching Out) 
and pencils. Set out scissors, crayons, and glue sticks. Read the directions aloud. Help 
learners as needed. After they glue the four words to the heart, invite them to color it 
with a design of their choosing. As they work, ask learners to give examples of how they 
might do these things when they are reaching out to care for others. 

CLOSING
Gather with learners around the worship table. Invite them to tell one thing they will 
remember about the early Christians. 

Pray aloud, inviting learners to repeat each phrase:
O God, / help us to be pay attention / to what other people need. / Help us 
to be generous and caring. / Amen. 

Give each child three stickers from the envelope as you say: “(Name), God bless you as you 
find ways to be caring this week.”

The Early Church 

I’ve Got Spirit  
in My Hands

I’ve got spirit in my hands,
and it’s keeping me alive, 

keeping me alive, 
keeping me alive.

I’ve got spirit in my hands,
and it’s keeping me alive, 

spirit is keeping me alive.

I’ve got spirit in my  
head . . .

I’ve got spirit in my hips . . .

I’ve got spirit in my feet . . .

I’ve got spirit in my  
tongue . . .

I’ve got spirit in my life . . . 
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Grades K–2
Resource Sheet 1

1.  You like to play kickball with your friends 
at recess. One day you see Sarah standing 
off to the side. She is watching you and 
your friends choose teams for kickball. 
What might you do next?

2. There is a rental truck in the driveway of a 
house down the street. A family is carrying 
its things into the house. Your dad says, 
“Looks like there might be a boy your age 
moving in!” What might you and your dad 
do next?

3. There was a fire at an apartment building 
in your neighborhood. The families who 
live in the building will have to move. 
Their clothes and toys were burned. Their 
sheets and towels and blankets were 
burned. How might your Sunday school 
class help?

4. Your friend Amanda had surgery to fix  
her heart. She is home now, but she 
cannot come back to school for a month. 
What can you and your friends do to care 
for Amanda?

Stories
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Grades K–2
Resource Sheet 2

Directions: God’s Spirit helped the early Christians reach out to others. God’s 
Spirit also fills your heart and helps you to reach out to others. Unscramble the 
letters to form words that tell what the Spirit can help you to do. Cut out the words 
and glue them inside the heart. 

Reaching Out 

April 11, 2021
The Early Church 

 E C R A C O W E L M E  H A S E R  O E L V

The community of believers was one in heart 
and m

ind. —
Acts 

4:3
2, 

CEB


