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Children will hear that Jesus is their Good Shepherd and 
share this claim of belonging with others.

The Good Shepherd

n P R E P A R I N G  F O R  T H E  S E S S I O N

Focus on John 10:11–18

WHAT is important to know?              — From “Exegetical Perspective,” Sarah S. Henrich

As described here, this model shepherd has a task that may surprise the flock as it defines itself. Jesus declares 
that he (and the Father who directs his work, as in John 8:28; 10:18) has “other” sheep who will recognize 
him as their leader. The task of gathering the sheep requires that Jesus know them, for they may be hidden, 
scattered, “other” than humans have anticipated. Jesus’ death enables him to return to the Father and send the 
Spirit that will continue and extend this task of shepherding God’s people (John 7:39). 

WHERE is God in these words?  — From “Theological Perspective,” Stephen A. Cooper

The issue of the oneness of believers arises from Jesus’ saying here about the “other sheep that do not belong to 
this fold” (v. 16). Although in its original setting this verse probably referred to “the calling of the Gentiles”—as 
Calvin observed—our present, twenty-first-century context requires that we expand this image. The “other 
sheep” of today must be determined by the setting in which the word is preached and heard. Who are “other” for 
us? This line of questioning brings the affluent churches of the developed world into discomforting reflections 
on the “other” in our midst. The key point is that these “others” are Christ’s sheep, just as we are, and they too 
recognize his voice. 
    

SO WHAT does this mean for our lives? — From “Pastoral Perspective,” Nancy R. Blakely

Sometimes we go astray, just like sheep. Sheep that are ill may follow the voice of a stranger. Sheep wander off 
and fall into ravines. There are many voices out there vying for our attention. Many distractions lure us from 
the path. Jesus promises that he will never let us go. His voice will bring us back. We belong to him. This is a 
strong word of reassurance to us in our struggles to be faithful. In our choices each day as we practice our faith 
by saying yes to some voices and saying no to others, Jesus is there, going before us and leading us. 
 
NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us to do? — From “Homiletical Perspective,” Barbara J. Essex

The good shepherd does not merely care for the sheep, but also gathers the flock. Those who see, hear, and 
believe in Jesus belong to the community; thus, the door is wide open to the outcasts of the day—sinners, 
lepers, women, Samaritans, tax collectors, and more. Jesus is concerned for the individual welfare of each 
sheep (knows each by name) and for the communal destiny of the flock (gathers into the fold)! Our emptiness 
and anxiety can be relieved, because we have one who knows us and cares for us, is willing to die for us, and is 
our constant companion—the Good Shepherd.

Acts 4:5–12
Ps. 23
1 John 3:16–24
John 10:11–18
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YOU WILL NEED
 ❏ small table or large box

 ❏ white cloth

 ❏ cross

 ❏ small drinking glasses

 ❏ newspapers

 ❏ water, pitcher

 ❏ coins

 ❏ Singing the Feast, 

2020–2021; CD player

 ❏ newsprint or 

markerboard, markers

 ❏ Bible

 ❏ copies of Resource 

Sheets 1, 2

 ❏ Color Pack 15, 29, 33

 ❏ colored pencils

 ❏ Internet-connected 

device (optional)

For Responding

 ❏ option 1: newsprint 

or markerboard, 

markers, paper, 

pencils

 ❏ option 2: copies of 

Resource Sheet 2, 

popped popcorn; 

clear self-stick 

adhesive paper 

(optional)

 ❏ option 3: white 

construction paper, 

white and colored 

crayons, tempera 

paint, paintbrushes, 

water dishes, 

newspapers

Focus on Your Teaching

The last time children encountered shepherds in a Bible story, they heard about humble 
farm workers who were startled by angels announcing Jesus’ birth. Those shepherds were 
nameless caretakers of common animals. Today learners will be introduced to Jesus as 
the Good Shepherd. The tables are turned: now they are the common ones who belong to 
the shepherd. The work of shepherding is unfamiliar to most people today. Focus on the 
overwhelming amount of caring and belonging that Jesus gives each one of us, making us 
much more than common. We are treasured by a shepherd who lays down his life for us in 
love.

Good Shepherd, help me to convey your abounding love to each person I 
meet. Amen.

n L E A D I N G  T H E  S E S S I O N

GATHERING
Before the session, make a worship table by covering a small table or large box with a white 
cloth and placing a cross on it. Cover a work area with newspapers; set out a small drinking 
glass and eight coins for each pair of learners. Fill a pitcher with water. If you are using 
option 1 in Responding, print “The Good Shepherd stays as close to me as” on newsprint or 
markerboard. If you are using option 2, bring about one cup of popped popcorn per child, 
being mindful of allergies. If you are using option 3, make a mixture of half green or blue 
tempera paint and half water and put it in small paint dishes.

Play “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” (Color Pack 33; track 11 on Singing the Feast, 2020–2021) 
as children arrive. Form pairs and have each pair stand by a drinking glass. Use a pitcher 
to fill each glass with water to the top. Show how to drop a coin carefully by its edge into 
the water. Remark how even though the glass seems full, there’s still room for coins. Invite 
pairs to add coins, one at a time, and to count how many coins they can add before the glass 
overflows. Have an adult pour water back into the pitcher. 

Gather around the worship table and sing “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” to celebrate God’s 
overflowing love. Pray aloud, inviting learners to repeat each phrase:

Dear God, / it is good to gather here today / and to know that you are with 
us. / Help us to hear / what you want us to learn. Amen. 

FOCUS SCRIPTURE
John 10:11–18

The Good Shepherd
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EASY 
PREP

Option: Show learners 
a YouTube video of 
a shepherd at work: 
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=WzsC05Sv1F8. 
Begin viewing at 5:00, 
about the middle of the 
video.

EXPLORING
Show Color Pack 15, saying this is a picture of a shepherd. Invite learners to imagine what 
a shepherd does to take care of the flock. If necessary, add these pieces of information: 
sheep can recognize the voice of their shepherd; shepherds know each one of their sheep; 
shepherds lead the sheep and the sheep follow. 

Explain that the Bible talks about shepherds in several places. Open your Bible to John 10 
and say this is where today’s Bible reading is found. Hand out copies of Resource Sheet 1 
(John 10:11–16, CEB) and colored pencils. Point out the word shepherd in John 10:11. 
Invite learners to follow along with a finger as you read aloud the Bible passage. Have them 
circle the word shepherd each place they see it. Read the passage a second time, inviting 
learners to read the word shepherd in unison with you each time it appears. Discuss: 
P What is a “hired hand”? 
P Why do you think a hired hand might not care as much about the sheep as the 

shepherd does? (Accept a variety of answers.)
P Why do you the good shepherd wants to make room for all the sheep to live together?

Ask the children to draw a circle around John 10:14. Read the verse aloud. Go around the 
group, inviting each learner to say the verse in unison with you, replacing “my own sheep” 
and “they” with his or her name. (“I am the good shepherd. I know Sam and Sam knows 
me.”) After you have done this with each child, invite learners to cover the verse with their 
hands and try to say it from memory. 

To review, invite learners to list things that a shepherd does to care for the sheep. Print their 
responses on newsprint or markerboard. Wonder together about why Jesus calls himself 
“the good shepherd” and why Jesus calls us “my sheep.” Affirm the comfort in knowing 
that we belong God and that God’s Son, Jesus, takes care of us like a shepherd takes care of 
sheep. Ask:
P What would you like to tell others about Jesus, the Good Shepherd?

RESPONDING 
1. Close to the Shepherd Children will stretch their imaginations about what it means 

to belong to Jesus, the Good Shepherd. Comment that it feels good to know that Jesus 
loves us and stays as close to us as a good shepherd stays to the sheep. Read in unison 
the sentence on the newsprint or markerboard and invite learners to think of ways to 
finish it. (For example: The Good Shepherd stays as close to me as . . . butter on bread, 
paint on a wall, bees to flowers, and so on.) Ask “What else?” several times to spur 
creativity. Distribute paper, pencils, and markers. Have learners copy the sentence and 
then draw a picture to show one ending. Encourage them to tell their families about 
their drawing, and about Jesus, our Good Shepherd.

The Good Shepherd

I’ve Got Peace  
Like a River

I’ve got peace like a river,
I’ve got peace like a river,
I’ve got peace like a river in 

my soul.
I’ve got peace like a river,
I’ve got peace like a river,
I’ve got peace like a river in 

my soul.

I’ve got joy like  
a fountain . . . 

I’ve got love like 
an ocean . . . 
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Option: After the snack, 
cover each child’s copy 
of Resource Sheet 2  
(The Good Shepherd 
Cares for Me) with clear 
self-stick adhesive paper 
and send it home to be 
used as a place mat.

2. What Sheep Need Snack Children will brainstorm things that Jesus, the Good Shepherd, 
provides as they enjoy a snack. Have children wash hands. Distribute copies of Resource 
Sheet 2 (The Good Shepherd Cares for Me) and read the verse in unison. Give each 
learner a cupful of popcorn, being mindful of allergies, and have them arrange the 
popcorn on the body of the sheep to resemble wool. Comment that Jesus promises to 
take care of us—his sheep. Talk together about things that people need, such as food, 
clothing, shelter, love, and family. For each response, have children say, “Thanks, Good 
Shepherd,” and eat a piece of the popcorn. 

3. Named and Claimed Art Children will create crayon-resist artwork to make a good 
shepherd display. Distribute white construction paper, white crayons, and colored 
crayons. Invite children to print their names near the top of their papers, using a 
colored crayon. Demonstrate how to use a dark color to draw a sheep’s head and face at 
one side of the paper and then press hard with a white crayon to draw a large “cloud” 
of swirls and circles to create the sheep’s body. Below the white marks, use a dark color 
to draw four legs. Show learners how to place their papers on the newspaper, dip a 
paintbrush in the tempera paint/water mix, and brush paint over the entire page. Once 
the pictures have dried, display them in your learning space. Rejoice with learners that 
Jesus recognizes each one of us as his sheep and makes us part of his flock.

CLOSING
Gather learners and invite them to tell what they will remember about Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd. Sing “God Is So Good” (Color Pack 29; track 6 on Singing the Feast, 2020–2021). 
Invite one child to be the shepherd and lead the rest of the “sheep” around the room as they 
sing. Switch shepherds for each stanza. Option: Add stanzas to the song:

Our Shepherd cares, 
our Shepherd cares,
Our Shepherd cares, 
God’s so good to me. 

Our Shepherd loves, 
our Shepherd loves,
Our Shepherd loves, 
God’s so good to me.

Gather with learners around the worship table and pray aloud:. 
Jesus, we are your sheep. Thank you for being our good shepherd. Thank 
you for loving (say each learner’s name). Amen.

The Good Shepherd

God Is So Good

God is so good,
God is so good,
God is so good,
God’s so good to me.

God answers prayers . . .
God’s so good to me.

God cares for me . . . 
God’s so good to me.

God, you’re so good . . . 
You’re so good to me.
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Grades K–2
Resource Sheet 1

Jesus said, 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep.

12 When the hired hand sees the wolf coming, he leaves the sheep 
and runs away. That’s because he isn’t the shepherd; the sheep aren’t 
really his. So the wolf attacks the sheep and scatters them.

13 He’s only a hired hand and the sheep don’t matter to him.

14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own sheep and they know me, 

15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. I give up my life 
for the sheep. 

16 I have other sheep that don’t belong  
to this sheep pen. I must lead them too.  
They will listen to my voice and there  
will be one flock, with one shepherd.”

John 10:11–16, CEB

April 25, 2021
The Good Shepherd
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Grades K–2
Resource Sheet 2

I 
am

 t
he

 g
oo

d 
sh

ep
he

rd
. I

 k
no

w
 

m
y 

ow
n 

sh
ee

p 
an

d 
th

ey
 k

no
w

 m
e.

  
—

Jo
hn

 1
0:

14
, C

E
B

Th
e

 G
o

o
d

 S
h

e
p

h
e

rd
 C

a
re

s 
fo

r 
M

e
April 25, 2021
The Good Shepherd


