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September, 2020
“I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also to
love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.” -Jesus the Christ (according to John 13:34-35)
“Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than
yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests
of others.” -Paul of Tarsus (according to Philippians 2:3-4)
A member of our congregation recently shared an article with me comparing face covering
usage in Asian countries and the U.S. While, several factors influence willingness to mask
(for example, those with a higher trust in government are more likely to comply), there is
a cultural distinction between emphasis on the person and emphasis on the society,
rugged American individualism versus cultures with a different sense of communal
responsibility.
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The author explains that in Japan, it relates to the concept of giri, or duties toward others.
Koreans refer to inhwa, the social value of cultural harmony. It was striking to the person
who shared the article with me that these historically non-Christian or Christian minority
cultures have a clear sense of the values espoused in the above scriptures. Placing the
interests of others alongside, or even above, the interests of self was a core practice of the
early church.
If you’re a person of extraordinary empathy it can be overwhelming to experience,
process and understand all that is happening in our world. Many of the issues and events
affecting our daily lives are about care for the other. Throughout the scriptures there are
calls, again and again, to care for one another. And as we live into that call in this moment
by limiting our personal freedoms for the common good, we will hone that skill and better
live into being the church.
Loving with the love of Jesus is tough. It’s about empathy and humility, and it requires
sacrifice. It’s about a sense of duty to others and a value of social cooperation. Those are
all things of which our world is desperately in need right now, things Jesus not only
teaches but embodies, things that we are called to as disciples. I’ve seen it at work in our
congregation, so I trust that in the days ahead we can muster the faithful courage to care
for others all the more.
Peace for the journey,
Pastor Steve

The Mission of Newtonville United Methodist Church is to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and to be God’s love with our neighbors in all places.

UMCOR KITS
UMCOR School Kits and Hygiene Kits donations are
appreciated. To limit the amount of entry into the church
building we are planning a drop off collection time for
Saturday, September 26 from 10am-12pm.
Drop offs will take place in the back parking lot.
We are looking for a few volunteers willing to be present
during the drop off times and are able to transport
donations from the lot to a designated storage space in
the church.

SCHOOL KIT MATERIALS
*One pair blunt scissors
(Round tip only, No plastic scissors)
*One box of 24 crayons
(Only 24-count boxes are accepted)
*3 one-subject notebooks
(No marble composition books)
(No 3 or 5-subject notebooks)
*One pack of loose-leaf paper
(100-200 page packets are acceptable)
(Wide or college rule accepted)
*One hand-held pencil sharpener
(1-inch or longer)
(Remove from packaging)
*One ruler
(12 inches or 30 centimeters long)
(Sturdy or flexible material accepted)
Six unsharpened pencils
One eraser
(Two inches or larger)
One two-gallon re-sealable plastic bag

UMCOR HYGIENE KITS
* One hand towel (15 x 25 –17 x 27 inches)
(No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels)
* One washcloth
(No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels)
* One comb
(Must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of teeth)
(No pocket combs or picks;
(Rattail and combs without handles are acceptable but
must have at least 6 inch width of teeth)
* One toenail or fingernail clipper
(No emery boards or metal nail files)
* Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger)
(No Ivory or Jergen’s soap)
(Do not remove from packaging)
* One adult toothbrush
(Do not remove from packaging)
(Personal advertising not acceptable)
* 10 adhesive bandages (¾ by 3 inches)
(Common household bandages acceptable)
*One one-gallon size re-sealable bag
* $2 for toothpaste and shipping costs

Assembly Directions
Lay hand towel flat on a table.
Lay the washcloth in the center of the hand towel.
Place all remaining items on top of the washcloth (except
the plastic bag).
Fold the sides of the hand towel to cover the items.
Grasp the bundle tightly and roll over the remainder of
the towel.
Place the tightly rolled bundle in the plastic bag, remove
air, and seal.

Assembly Directions
Stack all paper items on top of each other.
Place all loose items on top of paper.
Small loose items may be placed in a smaller re-sealable bag.
Place kit inside of re-sealable bag and seal.

Important Notes
All items must be new.
Homemade or purchased cloth tote bags are not accepted.
Please do not include any personal notes, money or additional
materials in the kits.
Contents of kits or the containers of kits should not be
imprinted with cartoon characters, advertisements, religious,
patriotic, military or camouflage symbols.
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Important Notes
All items must be new. Do not wash any of the items as
they will no longer be considered new.
Do not include any personal notes, money or additional
materials in the kits.
Contents of kits or the containers of kits should not be
imprinted with cartoon characters, advertisements,
religious, patriotic, military or camouflage symbols
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GARAGE SALES 2020 - A New Way

IN-PERSON SANCTUARY WORSHIP RESUMES

Individual Newtonville UMC members are holding
garage sales for the benefit or the church. For
example, the next one scheduled is:
Scheduled for Friday & Saturday – AUGUST 28 &
29 8:30am – 4:00pm
(Rain Date: September 11 & 12 8:30am– 4:00pm)

We will resume in-person worship in the sanctuary
on Sunday, September 13. It’s important that you
read and follow these guidelines:

Garage Sale – ALL PROCEEDS go to NEWTONVILLE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Wearing of Face Masks and Social Distancing
required
LOCATION: 2 BARKER STREET, COLONIE
Directions: Central Avenue West; right onto Red Fox
Dr.; Right onto Barker St. – 1st House on Right
FACE MASKS FOR SALE - $5 All Sizes – 2 Styles
Children, Teen, Women, Men

2020 BROOKS BARBECUES
Acting on the recommendation of the Finance
Committee and with support from the Reopening
Task Force, Church Council has cancelled the
remaining 2 Brooks Barbecues scheduled for 2020
due to continuing concerns about health issues and
the safety of holding these events at present.

COTTON FACE MASKS FOR SALE
Following in-person church services, facemasks made
by one of our members will be available for
purchase. All proceeds will go to Newtonville UMC.
$5 each for all sizes and styles:
Two Styles (over the nose and straight) for
Children (3-6 and 7-12); Teen; Women; Men

FAITH VILLAGE SUNDAY SCHOOL
It is our plan to offer an online education program
for children for at least the beginning of the program
year. For the younger children this would be a lesson
uploaded each week by video (stories and songs),
and for the older elementary children an interactive
session by Zoom. If you be willing to do either please
be in touch with Karin in the church office.
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*You must make a reservation through
eventbrite.com. An email will be sent with the
information each week.
*Those needing to use the elevator should enter via
the handicap entrance. All others must enter through
the tower entrance by Loudon Road.
*The ushers will direct you to a seat after a noncontact temperature check. No one will be admitted
with a temperature over 100.4.
*You must wear a face covering over your nose and
mouth. There will be masks available.
*Please respect a physical distance of at least 6 feet
between yourself and others.
*When you arrive, an usher will direct you to a seat.
*Please remain in your seat throughout the service.
Please keep children with you.
*At the end of the service please wait to depart until
directed, and immediately exit the building.
*There will be hand sanitizer stations set up for you
to use.
*Please do not attend if: you have recently
developed fever or chills, cough, shortness of
breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or
body aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell,
sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or
vomiting; you have travelled to a state included on
the NYS quarantine list within the past 14 days; or,
if you have had a positive COVID test or have come
into contact with someone with COVID-19 within
the past 14 days.
The print-at-home bulletin is available on our
website at http://www.numc.net/print-at-homebulletin.html. The prayers and liturgies will also be
projected. There will be no hymns at this time.
It’s very important that everyone follows these
guidelines in order for us to be able to hold in-person
worship. We appreciate your patience, your
assistance, and you prayers as we move through this
challenging time together.
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OUTDOOR SERVICE AUGUST 16

September Birthdays
1 – Brandon Akuoko
2 – Patrick Palmer
10 – Maryann Olstad
10 – Stefanie Pe’rez
10 – Kathy Mascelli
13 – Pam LaCasio
11 – Donna Buda
14 – Jim Kurbiel
17 – Bob Kircher
17 – Jonathan Smith
18 – Laurie Wheeler
22 – David S. Plume
23 – Art Bowen
28 – Jeanie Guity
29 – Tyler Scorzelli

NUMC would like to celebrate birthdays and
anniversaries! Please share these dates with
the office: newtonvilleumc@gmail.com.

THE LITTLE FOOD PANTRY
Our Little Food Pantry has seen a steady stream of
users! And donors. We now have a basket for
donated fresh veggies, after a neighbor suggested
it.
I have met a few of the people taking advantage of
the pantry, what a lovely, appreciative, and
thankful group! One lady stops by once a week to
pick up a few things her friends/ neighbors are in
need of. I gave her a couple of boxes of Girl Scout
cookies (thank you, Jim Ambrose) and dog food.
She was so thrilled.
Some of the items we are in need of and that move
rather quickly are as follows: Granola/breakfast
bars, juice boxes, cereal, feminine hygiene
products, cleaning supplies, popcorn, any type of
individually wrapped snacks/fruit.
While it is cheaper to buy larger items, please keep
in mind the size of our “little pantry”.
Thank you all for your help and prayers with this
mission.
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In Our Prayers
Prayers for Archie Maker dealing with health issues; Dennis
and Alicia Rizzo dealing with a difficult diagnosises; Piper
Toby, she is 10 and is having health issues; Eleanor Loos,
recovering from a hospital stay; those recovering from surgery
and injury: Pat Loz, Christopher Biggs; those facing challenging
diagnoses: Amelia Brennock, Stephanie Sherman, Ann Crocker
Lawton, Susan C.; those dealing with ongoing health
issues: Donna Lavender; those dealing with addiction and
those struggling to manage anxiety and fight
depression. Contact the office to add or remove a prayer
request.
Cards or calls, (no visits at this time) would be appreciated:
Ethel Pufpaff - Our Lady of Mercy Room 223,
2 Mercycare Ln., Guilderland, NY 12084
Cecelia Fluewelling - 19 Pasinella Way, Cohoes, NY 12047

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Needle workers are wielding their tools to make
hats, mittens and scarves for Red Bird Mission as well
as shawls and blankets for baptisms and other local
purposes. We have been meeting once a month this
summer as soon as the church felt it was safe:
masked, social distancing, signing in and sanitizing
before and after we gather to work and pray. Some
of us sort the work done between gatherings while
others knit or crochet and catch up on news about
our church family; the bins of new handmade
clothing are filling up. It is amazing to see the squares
one person crochets evolve into scarves another
sews together and to see the hats and mittens knit to
coordinate with the scarves. Some folks just pop in
just to join the group for an hour or two of
conversation. Feel free to do the same on the 4th
Monday of the month, usually in room 4 where there
is lots of space to spread out.
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Our Gifts July 2020
Average Undesignated Income
needed per month $18,182
Pledges
$9,414
Plate
$100
Preschool
$1,385
Virtual BBQ
$1,000
Undesignated Income
$15,506
Total
Designated Funds
Building Fund
Youth

$1,891
$20

TRUSTEES
Trustees will meet on Monday, September 7, 2020 at
6:30pm.

CHURCH COUNCIL
Church Council will meet on Tuesday, September 8 at
7pm.

FINANCE
The Finance Committee is meeting on Tuesday,
September 22, 2020 at 6:30pm.

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Staff Parish Relations Committee will next meet on
Thursday, September 24, 2020 at 7:00 pm.
*All meetings other than SPRC are open meetings.
For the Zoom connection information please contact
the office or check on the church website.
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Join us!
Bring a
friend, Invite
a neighbor!
Lead Pastor
Music Director
Pastoral Assistant
Secretary
Sexton
Preschool Director
Office Hours
Telephone
Email
Website
Facebook Group

September At-a-Glance
9/7 – Trustees meeting 6:30pm
9/8 - Church Council 7pm
9/22 – Finance meeting 6:30pm
9/24 - Staff Parish 7:00pm
9/28 – Prayer Shawl Ministry 1pm Rm 4

Steven M. Smith
Doug Esmond
Bill Rainbolt
Karin Wheatley
Richard Bryant
Karin Wheatley
Mon, Wed, & Thurs 12-3pm
518-785-6789
NewtonvilleUMC@gmail.com
www.numc.net
“Newtonville United Methodist Church”
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Our #1 goal at NUMC, for which the pastor and the congregation will be held accountable, is to
“welcome ALL people to our church with Christian love in word and deed.”

