
Sunday February 1, 2026 
4th Sunday after the Epiphany 

 
We are so glad that you joined us for worship today! Whether you call NUMC your 

church home, or you are a guest with us today, we want you to know that no matter who 
you are, where you’ve come from, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome 
here. Please take the time to fill out the contact card located in the pew, and place it in 
the offering basket when it comes your way. Our ushers and greeters are here to help 

you feel at home—so please don’t hesitate to ask if you should need anything at all. You 
are most welcome to join us for coffee and fellowship in the lounge immediately 

following worship. Welcome! 
 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Centering Song   
 
We Share Christ’s Peace   
 
We Are Called to Worship 
We are blessed when we hunger for justice and thirst for reconciliation. 
Our souls are nourished by God’s hope and grace. 
We are blessed when we grieve over the brokenness of the world… 
Choosing, as God does, to be with those who are weak and powerless. 
We are blessed when we become God’s fools… 
Willing to do what is right and good, not what is easy. 
 
We Join in Song: Welcome (#3152) 
 
Opening Prayer 
The hills sing your hopes, and the valleys echo your dreams, Holy God, of a 
world where we catch sight of you in the innocent hearts of children; where we 
listen to the wisdom of souls willing to be weak; where we find the home we long 
for in your heart’s brokenness. 
Teacher of our hearts, when we are generous to the poor, your kingdom of 
justice is built; when we love kindness more than we do power, we are 
heirs of creation’s grace; when we walk hand-in-hand with the 
humble-hearted we are in step with you; when we share a picnic of hope 
and joy with the forgotten of the world, we follow you up the hill of 
faithfulness. 

Wisdom of Weakness, when our differences with one another become stumbling 
blocks to life together, you come with your hopeful foolishness so your children 
might be at peace and a blessing of life to a world in need of healing. 
God in Community, Holy in One, hear us as we pray. Amen. 
 
Children’s Time 
 
We Pray Together 
Joys and Concerns 
Silence 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
We Pray Together, The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
We Offer Our Gifts   
*Doxology #2036 “Give Thanks” / Offertory Prayer 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks 
because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son. Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ 
his Son. And now let the weak say I am strong, let the poor say I am rich 
because of what the Lord has done for us. And now let the weak say I am 
strong, let the poor say I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us. 
Give thanks, give thanks! 
 
We Hear the 1st Reading: Micah 6: 1-8 
 
We Join in Song: Softly, and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling (#348) 
 
We Hear the Gospel Reading:  Matthew 5: 1-12 
 
The Message:  Pastor Nick 
 
 



An Affirmation of Faith 
We are not alone; we live in God’s world. We believe in God, who has 
created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh to 
reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. We trust 
in God. We are called to be the church: to celebrate God’s presence, to 
love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, 
crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. In life, in death, in life beyond 
death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
Holy Communion 
 
We Join in Song: Table of Plenty (#3173) 
 
Our Statement of Commitment to Racial Justice 
The United Methodist Church proclaims the value of each person as a 
unique child of God and commits itself to the healing and wholeness of all 
persons. The United Methodist Church recognizes that the sin of racism 
has been destructive throughout its history, and racism continues to cause 
painful division and marginalization. We, the community of faith at 
Newtonville United Methodist Church, shall confront racism in 
organizations and in individuals. We commit to eliminate racism in every 
facet of life and in society at large. We will work with others to address 
racial injustice at all times and in all places. 
 
Sending Song/Blessing: Draw the Circle Wide 

 
**Words for liturgy and prayers by Thom Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies Year A 
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